MARSHAL   NET
a common assent to which the King "was a party when
Bellart, anticipating his argument, protested against the
pleading of the Convention. Dupin interposed with a
reminder that Saarlouis, -where Ney had been born, was
no longer part of France. But the accused would not
sanction this. 'I -was born a Frenchman, and will die
a Frenchman/ he"told them.
He went on to emphasize the futility of all further
proceedings. "So far my defence has appeared to be
free, but now, it seems, it must be fettered. I thank my
generous defenders for all they have done, and for what
they are still ready to do. But I beg them to stop defend-
ing me altogether, rather than do so imperfectly. I
would rather have no defence than a sham one. I anf
accused iri" defiance of the faith of treaties, to -which
I am forbidden to appeal. ... I appeal from you to
Europe and to posterity/
He turned to Berryer, who was still standing. cYou
can see very well it has all been settled in advance/
Dambray invited the defence to continue providing they
restricted themselves to the 'facts of the case', which
meant, of course, leaving out the principal fact entirely.
And once more Ney addressed his counsel: CI forbid you
to speak unless you are allowed to speak freely/
Bellart closed his case by remarking that since Ney had
cut short the discussion, it only remained to demand the
enforcement of the Penal Code in regard to treason and
attacks on the State. The accused informed them he
had nothing to say against the application of the penalty.
And with that the court was cleared of all but members
of the Chamber. It was five o'clock in the afternoon.
Wintry darkness had closed down over the city, and
lamps -were burning in the great hall of the Luxembourg
as the Peers voted.
The count was taken on three questions: Did Marshal
Ney receive certain agents on the night between the i3th
and 14th of March? Did he, on March i4th, read a
proclamation at Lons-le-Saulnier encouraging the troops
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